
Summary of  

Colonial Waterbird Counts 

for 2011 

for the Central Texas Coast 



VICTORIA RAIN GAUGE 
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

1.5 7.45 3.52 0.13 3.03 3.17 

0.61 0.35 1.16 0.19 3.19 0.39 

0.45 7.24 3.3 1.8 1.93 0.96 

0.75 2.52 2.35 2.03 1.82 0.03 

8.94 11.2 0.33 1.21 6.99 1.58 

12.25 28.76 10.66 5.36 16.96 6.13 

4.72 6.09 0.12 0.01 2.99 0.9 

8.86 20.34 2.21 1.47 8.89 0.57 

0.34 5.73 4.2 1.62 0.32 0.45 

3.96 4.16 1.71 6.44 14.64 1.02 

6.76 3.89 1.36 6.37 0 2.45 

0.43 1.35 1.04 5.79 1.63 

2.1 0.35 0.42 3.74 0.14 

39.47 71.8 21.78 30.8 45.57 11.52 



PARTICIPATING 

ORGANIZATIONS 
• Audubon Texas 

• Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries Program 

• National Park Service, Padre Island National Seashore 

• Texas A&M University – Kingsville 

• Texas General Land Office 

• Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 

• The Nature Conservancy 

• U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

• Volunteers 

 

 



Species 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Previous 8 yr 

Average 

Previous 8 yr 

Stdev % change 

Am. White Pelican* 588 600 400 530 500 250 280 423 740 479 158 154 

Brown Pelican* 1190 750 431 1692 1177 2049 1103 3967 3766 1792 1268 210 

Neotropic Cormorant 71 78 90   86 38 1 182 37 73 54 -50 

Anhinga   1  17   17  1 1 37 3 12 16 -75 

Great Blue Heron* 717 611 671 476 510 609 744 884 675 655 123 3 

Great Egret* 925 942 651 492 803 750 693 956 490 745 180 -34 

Snowy Egret* 755 927 836 755 695 678 696 537 426 701 149 -40 

Little Blue Heron 62 129 61 114 125 47 8 106 72 80 41 -10 

Tricolored Heron* 1923 2941 1466 2001 1227 1158 1730 1947 1278 1741 556 -27 

Reddish Egret* 330 488 358 590 474 508 302 557 483 454 101 6 

Cattle Egret 374 1150 1216 212 2599 202 512 3845 651 1196 1244 -46 

Green Heron   1  2   7         5 4   

Black-crowned Night-

heron* 157 318 230 296 202 207 199 388 291 254 73 14 

Yellow-crowned Night-

heron     4     19 4 163 0 38 70 -100 



Species 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Previous 8 yr 

Average 

Previous 8 yr 

Stdev % change 

White Ibis 122 226 200 90 290 129 252 761 645 302 238 213 

White-faced Ibis 242  123 14 20 6 7 0 6 32 26 40 23 

Roseate Spoonbill* 790 474 403 433 326 439 606 495 462 492 135 -6 

Laughing Gull* 45877 39078 38023 35330 29256 28722 29916 34593 26494 34143 6208 -22 

Gull-billed Tern* 662 574 757 302 548 270 355 387 383 471 170 -19 

Caspian Tern* 438 282 553 636 606 500 389 309 592 478 131 24 

Royal Tern* 5882 4949 4017 4567 5423 4156 3921 6689 8502 5345 1501 59 

Sandwich Tern* 1208 1058 1172 1068 844 1355 1838 2561 1855 1440 543 29 

Forster's Tern 331 284 514 179 393 292 149 477 319 326 122 -2 

Least Tern 213 147 144 241 30 110 83 43 108 124 71 -13 

Sooty Tern       2    2  0 1 2 1 1   

Black Skimmer* 1764 1742 1681 1411 1326 1354 957 1118 1251 1400 282 -11 



List of Species for which Central Coast 

represents >25% of coastwide population 

• American White Pelican 

• Black-crowned Night-heron 

• Black Skimmer 

• Brown Pelican 

• Caspian Tern 

• Great Blue Heron 

• Great Egret 

• Laughing Gull 

• Reddish Egret 

• Roseate Spoonbill 

• Royal Tern 

• Sandwich Tern 

• Snowy Egret 

• Tricolored Heron 

NOTE:  THIS 

IS FROM  

PREVIOUS  

YEARS AND 

MIGHT BE  

DIFFERENT 

FOR THIS 

YEAR 



American White Pelican 

2011 Estimate = 740 pairs on 1 island 

@ Cheney 38 

154% increase from previous 8 yr avg 

-6 to + 154 



Brown Pelican 

2011 Estimate = 3766 pairs on 4 isls. 

 

99% on Shamrock and Sundown Is. 

 

210% increase from previous 8 yr avg 

 

Photo by Mark Bartosik 
+230 to + 210 



Great Blue Heron 

2011 Estimate = 675 pairs on 61 islands 

Showing a 3% increase over the 8 year 

Average 

 

24% @ Shamrock, Sundown (50+) 

+43 to + 3 



Great Egret 

2011 Estimate = 490 pairs on 24 islands 

54% @ Shamrock, 2nd Chain  and  

Pita Islands 

34% decrease from previous 8 yr avg 

 

 

Photo by Johnstone 

+27 to -34 



Snowy Egret 

2011 Estimate = 426 pairs on 27 isls. 

 

45% @ Shamrock, Lavaca Bay Spoils 

& E. Nueces Bay Causeway 

 

40% decrease from previous 8 yr avg 

 

 

-30 to -40 



Tricolored Heron 

2011 Estimate = 1278 pairs on 36 isls. 

 

44% on 2nd Chain, Sundown &  

Shamrock Islands 

 

27% decrease from previous 8 yr avg 

+10 to -27 



Reddish Egret 

2011 Estimate = 483 pairs on 35 isls. 

50% @ Shamrock and Cheney 21 

Islands 

 

6% increase from previous 8 yr avg 

 

Dark:White Ratio = 63:37 

Photo by Jim Stevenson 

+ 28 to +6 



Black-crowned Night-heron 

2011 Estimate = 291 pairs on 19 islands 

59% @ Shamrock Island 

14% increase from previous 8 yr avg 

+69 to +14 



Roseate Spoonbill 

2011 Estimate = 462 pairs on 11 isls. 

 

57% @ Shamrock 

 

6% decrease from previous 8 yr avg 

 

 

0 to -6 



Laughing Gull 

2011 Estimate = 26,494 pairs on 76 isls. 

 

58% @ E. Nueces Bay, Shamrock and  

Sundown Islands. 

 

22% decrease from previous 8 yr avg 

 

 

-2 to -22 



Gull-billed Tern 

2011 Estimate = 383 pairs on 27 isls. 

 

All colonies less than 50 

 

19% decrease from previous 8 yr avg 

-22 to -19 



Caspian Tern 

2011 Estimate = 592 pairs on 20 isls. 

 

31% on BUJ, E. Nueces Bay & 

Cheney 21 

 

24% increase from previous 8 yr avg 

 -37 to +24 



Royal Tern 

2011 Estimate = 8502 pairs on 17 isls. 

 

73% @ Shamrock & Sundown Islands 

 

59% increase from previous 8 yr avg 

+42 to +59 



Sandwich Tern 

2011 Estimate = 1855 pairs on 11 isls. 

 

65% @ Shamrock & Sundown Islands 

 

29% increase from previous 8 yr avg 

 

 

+110 to +29 



Black Skimmer 

2011 Estimate = 1251 pairs on 35 isls 

 

49% @ Cheney #1, Little Bay,  

Chocolate Bayou & Nueces Bay 

 

11% decrease from previous 8 yr avg 

-8 to -11 



 

Sundown Island 

7793 

 

Shamrock Island 

5587 

 

Lavaca Bay Spoils 

1407 
 

Three colonies have at least 1000 pairs of  

species other than Laughing Gulls  



Photo by Sue Ortego 


